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Pucallpa (Peruvian Amazon), June 24th., 2024 
 
 
Ms. Alexa Vélez  
General Editor 
Mongabay 
  
alexa@mongabay.com 
 
Dear Ms. Alexa Vélez: 
 
 On the 3rd of May we sent you a request to withdraw a flawed story that was 
published on your website.  In our letter, we cited some of the obvious errors in 
story.  It appears that the story was generated by Ojo Público in Peru and the 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism.  We see that the story on your web page 
(https://news.mongabay.com/2024/04/snack-giant-pepsico-sourced-palm-oil-
from-razed-indigenous-land-investigation/)  has now changed, but it continues to 
contain major errors.  We request that you retract your story and investigate fully 
the matters below.  Your story not only damages our company, but it violates the 
rights of our neighboring communities, and the hundreds of small farmers, 
indigenous and non-native in our region who depend on the international supply 
chains for income for the palm fruit that they grow on their lands.  Please be aware 
that palm oil income has proven to be the only successful alternative to 
deforestation and coca leaf production for many of the farmers in our 
region.  Articles like yours that could cut this important link between them and the 
global community can have a very negative impact on the region’s struggle to leave 
its destructive past behind it.  We ask that you please address the following:   

1) Your correction note at the bottom of the article is entirely misleading.  We are 
quite puzzled as to why you chose to write it the way that you did.  The original 
article alleged that we have deforested 17,000 ha of land as a general, but 
nonspecific accusation.  It then specifically showed three areas where it 
specifically alleged that we deforested.  In our original response to Ojo Público 
we clearly showed that 100% of the specific areas that they alleged we 
deforested were not associated with us.  Since they gave us no more 
specifics on the rest of the 17,000 hectares, it was impossible for us to 
disprove any more.  To write in your correction that there is only evidence that 
1,500 of the original 17,000 hectares are not associated with us is a totally 
misleading statement.  We can disprove ALL deforestation that is alleged 
against us if we are given specifics.  Our Land Use Change studies, performed 
by independent third parties confirm this.  Studies by the regional government, 
confirm this.  It is an objective truth because we have never 
deforested.  Wouldn’t it be much more accurate to say that the company 
provided evidence that disproves 100% of the specific deforestation claims 
made in the original article?  It is difficult for us to see how your article is not 
intentionally misleading the public on this matter. 

mailto:alexa@mongabay.com
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/04/snack-giant-pepsico-sourced-palm-oil-from-razed-indigenous-land-investigation/
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2) Apart from the misleading correction note, the body of the story also continues 

to mislead the public in several important ways.  We again reiterate our request 
that you engage in a more rigorous investigation into these matters.  Mongabay 
is known for much higher journalistic standards than those of the organizations 
from whom you are obtaining this information.  We as a company, and the 
native communities involved in your story regularly welcome international 
visitors to our lands for tours and to answer questions about these 
matters.  Please do not rely on second-hand information.  First-hand sources 
are available and are ready to meet with you.  Among the matters that the story 
on your website misleads the public are: 
• Your article repeatedly states the following: “Some of the forest loss on 

company-run oil palm plantations occurred on land claimed by the Santa 
Clara de Uchunya community of Shipibo-Konibo Indigenous people.”  This 
is a claim that the Community of Santa Clara de Uchunya has repeatedly 
disavowed.  I attach for you their official position on the matter, the text of 
which was debated and approved within their General Assembly, signed by 
their Chief, and presented in a formal court proceeding in Peru last 
month.  They have made this position known on their Facebook page for 
years.  Their leaders have issued public statements warning about false 
claims in the name of their Community.  We implore you not to participate 
in this type of abuse of this community, which has been ongoing for years  

• Your article states that “While some of the forest loss took place under 
other companies, satellite analyses by the Center for Climate Crime 
Analysis (CCCA) and TBIJ show clear deforestation on Ocho Sur’s land in 
the past three years. Below a satellite image of an Ocho Sur plantation 
shows deforestation between 2021 and 2024 (courtesy of TBIJ/Ocho 
Sur.)  But your article does not show a satellite image.  Please show us the 
areas that you allege we deforested.  We have never deforested.  Ever.  But 
you leave us no way of disproving your claim because you make an 
allegation without specifics.   

• Your article contains a quote from Luisa Mori Gonzáles, president of “the 
community’s defense front”.  Please research this organization.   Here is a 
link that clearly states the position of the Community regarding this so 
called “defense front”.  Please do not participate in the violation of the 
rights of this community by misleading the public about who speaks for the 
community.    https://www.agroperu.pe/ucayali-comunidad-nativa-santa-
clara-de-uchunya-rechaza-frente-de-defensa-creado-por-idl-y-fpp/ . 

• Your article states the following “The Peruvian Agriculture Ministry 
sanctioned and fined the dissolved company Plantaciones de Ucayali in 
2015 for failing to comply with an order to stop its activities. Ocho Sur 
eventually paid these fines in 2022”.  This is completely false.  Ocho Sur has 
never paid a fine issued to Plantaciones de Ucayali.  We have no idea where 
this idea originated as it has no basis in truth whatsoever. 

https://www.agroperu.pe/ucayali-comunidad-nativa-santa-clara-de-uchunya-rechaza-frente-de-defensa-creado-por-idl-y-fpp/
https://www.agroperu.pe/ucayali-comunidad-nativa-santa-clara-de-uchunya-rechaza-frente-de-defensa-creado-por-idl-y-fpp/
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 We know that Mongabay has issued many excellent, useful and truthful 
stories over the years.  Good quality, truthful, transparent journalism is and must 
be a cornerstone on which we construct the solutions to the global challenges of 
social and environmental justice.  We have committed ourselves to those 
objectives.  Please accept our invitation to explore these subjects in more detail 
through a personal visit to Ocho Sur and to the communities that surround 
us.  You will find reason for hope! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael Spoor 

CEO 
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Letter from the Native Community of Santa Clara de Uchunya to the Judiciary 

on the Falsely Alleged Land Usurpation Promoted by NGOs 
 
April 23, 2024 
 
The Honorable Judge Víctor Zúñiga Urday 
4th National Preliminary Investigation Court of Lima 
 
Your Honor, 
 
The people of the Native Community of Santa Clara de Uchunya in Ucayali, Peru, greet 
you very cordially. 
 
We have learned that you are the judge in charge of guaranteeing our rights in the 
criminal investigation conducted in relation to the deforestation crimes committed in 
areas close to our native community, which was initiated by the complaint made by 
community member Washington Bolívar on our behalf in 2015, against Plantaciones de 
Pucallpa S.A.C. 
 
In this regard, we want to inform you that there is a group of NGOs led by the Legal 
Defense Institute (IDL) and the Forest People Programme (FPP) that have been violating 
our human rights by using our name in false complaints, which are not authorized by our 
Community Assembly, ignoring in this way our right to self-determination and to choose 
freely our future and our authorities. In addition, such NGOs have been harassing 
community members with their prosecutors, who defend our community and do not 
submit to their orders aimed at dividing and generating conflicts between community 
members and neighbors. 
 
In relation to this investigation, and so that you are not misled by these organizations 
and their operators, we inform you the following: 
 

1) We do not have any current land disputes with any neighbor. On April 8, 2024, 
we completed our land demarcation in coordination with the Regional 
Government of Ucayali (Regional Directorate of Agriculture of Ucayali); also in 
coordination and mutual harmonious agreement with all of our neighbors, we 
placed the corresponding milestones in compliance with what was ordered by the 
Constitutional Court (TC), second part of judgement 3696-2017, dated January 
25, 2022. 
 
In that sense, on April 23, 2024, we have expressed our sincere gratitude to the 
TC for this achievement for our community. Therefore, it is not true that we 
currently have territorial disputes with any neighbor nor that our ancestral lands  
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are occupied, as some NGOs try to make international cooperators and yourself 
believe so they can continue profiting at the expense of our people. We attach 
the corresponding documentation. 

 
2) As community member Washington Bolívar himself can attest, the current 

company operating the Tibecocha Farm, Ocho Sur, has nothing to do with the 
company Plantaciones de Pucallpa that we reported in 2015, which planted palm 
in the area without consulting our people. Ocho Sur is totally different, they are 
good people, good neighbors, they respect us and we work together to improve 
our living conditions. We do not have any complaints and claims pending against 
them. We bear witness that they have never expanded their plantations nor have 
invaded our territory. Everything has been fabricated by the NGOs that 
manipulate some former community members to make false complaints and 
make money by deceiving their international cooperators. With this information 
they use the prosecutor's office to open investigations that do not correspond. 
 

3) We want to inform you that currently there is a complaint filed before the internal 
control body of the Public Prosecutor's Office with Geraldine Peña, Esq., and 
Alvaro Rodas Farro, Esq., for a series of abuses committed against our validly 
elected leaders and our attorneys during this investigation. We attach the 
documentation supporting the complaint. 

 
4) In our opinion, these prosecutors are totally biased and have been poisoned by 

bad NGOs like the Legal Defense Institute (IDL) that want to continue creating 
fake conflicts and attack our neighbors, who have never affected the forest or our 
community, using repeatedly the Public Prosecutor's Office. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Assembly of the Native Community of Santa Clara de Uchunya  
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GREMITH RUIZ GONZALES 46456972 Illegible 
WILBERTO NUNTA VALERA 47699682 Illegible 
NEYRA SANGAMA TANANTA 44292412 Illegible 
KETY ROCIO ROJAS FERNANDEZ 62218131 Illegible 
TAICHA ANDREA SORIA GONZALES 79950123 Illegible 
JESSENIA CORDOVA ACERO 47852607 Illegible 
LIDIA CELINA MARTINEZ SILVANO 00045901 Illegible 
DELCY A. BARBARAN RUIZ 76807298 Illegible 
SEGUNDO MOZOMBITE RENGIFO 48227419 Illegible 
ETELVINA VASQUEZ RIOS 76537954 Illegible 
JULIA RIOS ESPINOZA 63287072 Illegible 
JULIANA VASQUEZ VENTURA 63751308 Illegible 
DELICIA RUIZ FLORES 21148835 Fingerprint 
EDELMIRA RIOS PINEDO 61708941 Illegible 
LUZ NOEMI ARANA ACERO 76687322  Illegible 
KELLY LIZ NAJAR SANCHEZ 48724152 Illegible 
PAMELA AYDE ESPINOZA VALERA 46492852 Illegible 
TANIA DEL CARMEN CORDOVA ACERO 48290222 Illegible 
ROGELIO NUNTA VALERA 48910992 Illegible 
JUANA MUCUSHUA VALERA 00083656 Illegible 
MIRIAM RUTH VASQUEZ BARDALES 73788651 Illegible 
IRMA LILIANA VASQUEZ VENTURA 63751307 Illegible 
AMELIA AREVALO SORIA 47127082 Illegible 
JHONATAN VASQUEZ AREVALO 61970550 Illegible 
RICHESTER FASABI SINUIRI 00120404 Illegible 
ELIA CARMEN VASQUEZ BARDALES 47391779 Illegible 
JULIO SANANCINO CAMPOS 60335712 Illegible 
NANDO AREVALO REATEGUI 61609113 Illegible 
SERGIO SORIA MUCUSHUA 48429842 Illegible 
SAUL AGUILAR DOS SANTOS 00089329 Illegible 
LUIS TARICUARIMA TORRES 44736344 Illegible 
MILI J. SORIA MARTINEZ 44324823 Illegible 
LUIS ALBERTO LOZANO SORIA 47919966 Illegible 
LLEFER CHAVEZ CRUZ 74858007 Illegible 
FELICIANA GOMEZ CUMAPA In Process Illegible 
WILSON BARBARAN RUIZ 60637260 Illegible 
MILTON VASQUEZ RIOS In Process Illegible 
GEYSON TORRES PAIMA 44819793 Illegible 
OLIVER ATO MOZOMBITE VENTURA 63751422 Illegible 
JUAN CARLOS MOZOMBITE RENGIFO 48699799 Illegible 
WILDER BARBARAN RUIZ 76807300 Illegible 
LEVANETA INDALICIO VASQUEZ 00119810 Illegible 
ELIAS MARTINEZ ANDI 471448620 Illegible 
ALEX SORIA BARDALES 42729285 Illegible 
SEGUNDO GILDER TANANTA TAMANI 45685926 Illegible 
SEGUNDO NUNTA SINUIRI 00047432 Illegible 
LEVI RIOS ESPINOZA 63287070 Illegible 
NAYELI SORIA PACAYA 78199490 Illegible 
HERMEGILDO RIOS ESPINOZA 63287069 Illegible 
HERMENEGILDO RIOS ANGULO 80601447 Illegible 
VILMA VASQUEZ LOPEZ 45251331 Illegible 
LUISA ANTONIA ZOUSA TAMANI 48853551 Illegible 
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RELEASE 
 

THE NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA REPORTS NEW 
ATTEMPT BY NGOs IDL ABOGADOS AND FOREST PEOPLE PROGRAMME (FPP) 

TO USE THEIR NAME WITH FALSE COMPLAINTS BEFORE THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

 
1. We reject because it is FALSE, the content of the complaints promoted by NGOs 

IDL ABOGADOS, FOREST PEOPLE PROGRAMME (FPP) and allied organizations 
and individuals that have been included in letter AL OTH 56-2023 issued by the 
UNITED NATIONS, regarding alleged human rights violations suffered by our native 
community, violations that DO NOT exist. 

 
2. We reiterate that we do not have ancestral land disputes with any neighbor and that 

this idea was not created by us, but was brought up in 2016 by lawyers from NGOs 
such as IDL and FPP aimed at creating conflicts and thus profit at the expense of 
the name of our community at an international level. 
 

3. We also reiterate that currently we live in peace and have good relationships with 
our neighbors and WE ARE NOT SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, 
AS FALSELY REPORTED IN LETTER AL OTH 56-2023.  
 

4. The only human rights violations we suffer come from the NGOs IDL ABOGADOS 
and FPP, the attorney Linda Vigo, and the people they manage who do not represent 
our Assembly nor our people, who have been harassing and intimidating our 
brothers, who ignore our right to free self-determination to decide our future and to 
live in peace and harmony; who, since 2016 and behind our backs, have made 
unauthorized uses of our community name to make false complaints and create fake 
conflicts making more money for them.  
 

5. As we decided in different Assemblies and is corroborated by our agreements, we 
do not want to file any report on anyone, because we do not have conflicts with 
anyone nor we have threats against our leaders; we want to live in peace and solve 
our urgent needs such as health, work and education. During all these years that 
these NGOs have tried to divide us and confront us, they have only aggravated our 
needs and harmed our families. 
 

6. We have sent a letter to the UNITED NATIONS so that they are not misled by these 
continuous lies coming from said NGOs, and have complained because without even 
verifying the information with us, they still issued the letter. We have invited them to 
come to our community and prove first hand that everything that IDL and FPP have 
told them is FALSE.  
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ASSEMBLY OF THE NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA  
 
 
(Seal)  
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA  
[Peruvian Coat of Arms] 
LEADER 
DISTRICT OF NUEVA REQUENA 
 

(Illegible signature) 
Wilson Barbaran Soria 
NATIONAL  ID CARD No. 00121488 
COMMUNITY LEADER 
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA 
 

(Seal)  
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA 
[Peruvian Coat of Arms]  
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
DISTRICT OF NUEVA REQUENA 
 

(Illegible signature) 
James S. Lozano 
NATIONAL  ID CARD No. 43347369 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA 
 
 

(Seal)  
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA  
[Peruvian Coat of Arms] 
DEPUTY LEADER 
DISTRICT OF NUEVA REQUENA 
 

(Illegible signature) 
Thomis Arevalo Soria 
NATIONAL  ID CARD No. 44042465 
DEPUTY COMMUNITY LEADER 
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA 
 

(Illegible signature) 
JACSON TORRES PAIMA 
NATIONAL  ID CARD No. 45827677 
MUNICIPAL AGENT 
NATIVE COMMUNITY OF SANTA CLARA DE UCHUNYA 

 

 
 

RENE TARICUARIMA CHOTA 21142874 Illegible 
CLAUDIA FASABI VENTURA 48673208 Illegible 
ANTONIO SORIA COLLANTES 00056524 Illegible 
GREMITH RUIZ GONZALES 46456972 Illegible 
NEYRA SANGAMA TANANTA 44292412 Illegible 
KETY R. ROJAS FERNANDEZ 62218131 Illegible 
TAICHA A. SORIA GONZALES 79950123 Illegible 
JESSENIA CORDOVA AZERO 47852607 Illegible 
DELICIA RUIZ FLORES 21148835 Fingerprint 
ALICIA MARTINEZ SILVANO 00045901 Illegible 
DELCI A. BARBARAN RUIZ 76807698 Illegible 
ETELVINA VASQUEZ RIOS 76537954 Illegible 
JULIA RIOS ESPINOZA 63287082 Illegible 
JULIANA VASQUEZ VENTURA 63751308 Illegible 
EDELMIRA RIOS PINEDO 61708241 Illegible 
SEGUNDO MOZOMBITE RENGIFO 48227419 Illegible 
LUZ N. ARANA ACERO 76687322 Illegible 
JUAN SORIA COLLANTES 00047406 Illegible 
JUANA MUCUSHUA VALERA 00083656 Illegible 
ROGELIO NUNTA VALERA 48910992 Illegible 
WILBERTO NUNTA VALERA 47399682 Illegible 
LEVI RIOS ESPINOZA 63287070 Illegible 
NAYELI SORIA PACAYA 78199490 Illegible 
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HERMENEGILDO RIOS ANGULO 80601447 Illegible 
KELLY L. NAJAR SANCHES 48724152 Illegible 
IRMA L. VASQUEZ VENTURA 63751307 Illegible 
PAMELA ESPINOZA VALERA 46492852 Illegible 
TANYA C. CORDOVA ACERO 48290222 Illegible 
LUISA ANTONIA ZOUSA TAMANI 48853551 Illegible 
MIRIAM R. VASQUEZ BARDALES 73788651 Illegible 
AMELIA AREVALO SORIA 47127082 Illegible 
LUIS TARICUARIMA TORRES 44736344 Illegible 
RICHESTER FASABI SINUIRI 00120404 Illegible 
ELIA VASQUEZ BARDALES 47391779 Illegible 
JULIO SANANCINO CAMPOS 60335712 Illegible 
HERMENEGILDO RIOS ESPINOZA 63287069 Illegible 
JONATAN VASQUEZ AREVALO 61970550 Illegible 
SERGIO SORIA MUCUSHUA 48429842 Illegible 
SAUL AGUILAR DOS SANTOS 00089329 Illegible 
NANDO AREVALO REATEGUI 61609113 Illegible 
LUIS A. LOZANO SORIA 47919966 Illegible 
MILY J. SORIA MARTINEZ 44324823 Illegible 
LLEFER CHAVEZ CRUZ 74858007 Illegible 
WILSON BARBARAN RUIZ 60637260 Illegible 
FELICIANA GOMEZ CUMAPA 43991076 Illegible 
GEYSON TORRES PAIMA 44819793 Illegible 
OLIVER ATO MOZOMBITE VENTURA 63751422 Illegible 
JUAN C. MOZOMBITE RENGIFO 48699799 Illegible 
LEVANETA INDALICIO VASQUEZ 00119810 Illegible 
VILMA VASQUEZ LOPEZ 45854331 Illegible 
WILDER BARBARAN RUIZ 76807300 Illegible 
ALEX SORIA BARDALES 42729285 Illegible 
SEGUNDO GILDER TANANTA TAMANI 45685926 Illegible 
SEGUNDO NUNTA SINUIRI 00047432 Illegible 
SIXTO VENTURA BARBARAN 00047408 Illegible 
ALEJANDRO VENTURA BARBARAN 00047407 Illegible 
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